
I SUPPORT INCREASED LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY
When the state’s Public Records Act (PRA) was approved by voters in 1972, most records 
maintained by state, county and city governments were required to be made available to the 
public. However, in 1995, a change to the PRA exempted legislators from this requirement.
Last year, the media sued the Legislature in order to gain access to all legislative records. As 
a result, the Legislature rushed to introduce Senate Bill 6617, which would have provided 
some, but not all, records to the public. When the bill came to the floor for a vote, I was one 
of just 14 legislators in the House to vote against it.
The reason was two-fold.
First, the process in which we brought the bill to the floor was anything but transparent. 
There were no hearings, and there was no debate on the floor. 
Second, I believe the Legislature should be held to the same standard as state agencies, city 
councils and local governments.
Ultimately, Senate Bill 6617 was vetoed by the governor after he and the Legislature received 
intense backlash from thousands of Washingtonians. That was the right move. Government 
should be open, transparent, and accountable. We are here to serve you, not ourselves.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It is an honor to serve as your state representative. Since joining the 
Legislature in 2015, I have worked tirelessly with members on both 
sides of the aisle to tackle complex issues, such as fixing the funding 
model for K-12 education, reforming the foster care system, and 
freezing tolls on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge.

Prior to serving in the Legislature, I was a dentist who ran a practice 
dedicated to caring for the nursing home population. I became in-
volved in politics because of my advocacy efforts in Olympia on behalf 
of my patients. Throughout that process, I learned that one person can 
truly make a difference, which inspired me to run for office.

I believe in putting people before politics, which is why I am proud of 
my bipartisan voting record and open door policy to anyone and 
everyone I represent. No matter where you sit on the political spec-
trum, your concerns are important to me. 

If you have any questions or comments as you read through this 
newsletter, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our community in the 
Washington State Legislature.

Sincerely,

Michelle Caldier
State Representative
26th District
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STAYING IN TOUCH
If you would like to learn more about me or receive my email updates, visit my website at RepresentativeMichelleCaldier.com. 
Please note that due to election-year restrictions, I cannot send out another email update until December. However, I am 
always available to meet for coffee or visit your group, business or classroom. Thank you again for the opportunity and trust 
you have given me to serve as your state representative.
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FIXING THE WAY WE FUND K-12 EDUCATION
One of the most challenging problems the Legislature faced this bien-
nium was fixing the way we fund K-12 education. Up until recently, 
certain school districts did not receive adequate funding from the 
state, which resulted in them relying on local levies for funding. Natu-
rally, this caused major inequities across our state.
Last year, we passed House Bill 2242, which provided $7.3 billion 
in additional K-12 funding for school districts. By the end of the 
2019-21 biennium, the Legislature will have increased K-12 educa-
tion spending by a whopping $13.3 billion since the McCleary ruling 
came down in 2012 — an increase of 99 percent.
House Bill 2242 also placed caps on local levies, which necessitated a 
one-time increase in the state property tax. However, when local levies 

are decreased next year, residents in the South Kitsap and Bremerton 
school districts will see an overall reduction in property taxes. Pen-
insula School District residents should see little change to what they 
paid in 2017.
While the state Supreme Court was satisfied with the McCleary fix 
the Legislature passed last year, the justices requested the timeline for 
implementation be moved up. We adhered to their request, investing 
another $825 million in K-12 education this year.
Below is a chart from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion and the nonpartisan Office of Program Research that shows the 
changes in funding our three school districts are expected to see in the 
coming years.

PROVIDING TOLL RELIEF ON THE TACOMA NARROWS BRIDGE
Over the 2017 interim, I was a member of the Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge Work Group, working to address long-term toll payer relief 
on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge (TNB). The Washington State De-
partment of Transportation estimates the existing tolls will leave a 
$125 million deficit, and has therefore considered increasing tolls up 
to $1.00 over the next couple years.
Two funding recommendations were proposed by the work group:
Funding Option 1: Provide $125 million in the 2018 or 2019 legis-
lative session to fund debt service increases for FY 2019 – FY 2030.
Funding Option 2: Plan for biennial budget provisos totaling up to 
$125 million over the remaining term of the bonds.
This session, I co-sponsored House Bill 2834, which would allocate 
state contributions to the TNB through the transportation budget 
for each fiscal biennium through the remainder of the debt service 
up to $125 million, fulfilling funding option one.
House Bill 2990 was introduced after House fiscal cutoff in Feb-
ruary, and did not include either 
of the funding options the work 
group came up with to address the 
issue. Instead, the bill will establish 
legislative intent to authorize a se-
ries of loans, totaling $85 million, 
to the TNB account for fiscal bien-
nia 2019-21 through 2029-31. In 
addition, tolls will increase in 2022 
by $.25, costing residents another 
$19.4 million.

While the solution in HB 2990 provides temporary toll relief for the 
next four years, I do not believe it is the best solution for the resi-
dents of the 26th District, and will continue to fight to get our fair 
share from the Legislature.
I am also working to reduce operating costs when tolls are paid on 
the TNB. Currently, the state is being charged nearly $1 per toll 
transaction, which is then being passed down to commuters. I think 
we can easily reduce that by half, or potentially even more. 
Last year, I introduced House Bill 1443, which would have convert-
ed two of the manned toll booths to automated toll booths. These 
booths would exclusively accept credit cards for toll payment, which 
could significantly reduce the cost per transaction. My amendment 
was adopted, but the governor vetoed it. This year, I introduced an 
amendment to the 2018 supplemental transportation budget to en-
sure reduced cost per transaction is at the top of the state’s priority 
list when selecting a new tolling operator for TNB. The amendment 
was adopted.

REFORMING OUR FOSTER CARE SYSTEM
One of my greatest 
passions is working to 
reform state agencies 
so they can efficiently 
and effectively serve 
the people they are 
supposed to help. As 
a former foster parent 
and foster child, I have 
experienced first-hand 
many of the problems 
with our state’s foster 
care system. Histori-
cally, foster care issues 
have been the responsi-
bility of the Children’s 
Administration under 
the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS).
Unfortunately, our state has struggled to find stable leadership within 
DSHS. As a result, the system of checks and balances within the Children’s 
Administration has often failed, resulting in high turnover of caseworkers, 
the loss of more than 1,000 foster parents, and children being placed in 
hotels or left in unsafe environments.
This biennium, we were successful in removing the Children’s Administra-
tion from DSHS and merging it with the Department of Early Learning, 
a much smaller agency. In addition, reforms were put into place to prevent 
some of the harmful practices that were occurring under the former agency.
As co-chair of the bipartisan ‘Kids Kaucus,’ I am proud of the work we 
have done to reform our state’s foster care system. That work will continue 
until every child in the system has a safe and loving place to call home.

MY BILLS
I have sponsored 22 pieces of legisla-
tion since 2017, including:
House Bill 1883: Eliminating the 
placement of foster youth in hotel 
rooms or department offices.
House Bill 2498: Improving the cre-
dentialing process for military spouses.
House Bill 2500: Allowing the indi-
viduals paying health care premiums to 
establish the CEO and Board salaries 
for nonprofit healthcare insurance 
companies.
House Bill 2501: Facilitating access to 
the prescription monitoring program 
to help fight the opioid epidemic.
House Bill 2585: Requiring hospitals 
to notify sexual assault survivors when 
rape tests are not available.
House Bill 2683: Requiring devel-
opmental disabilities job coaches to 
provide assistance to clients.
House Bill 2684: Improving the pro-
cess when foster youth transfer from 
one school to another.

$42 MILLION GOING TO PROJECTS 
IN THE 26TH DISTRICT
Early in the 2018 session, we passed the 2017-19 capi-
tal budget. The $4.2 billion budget provides funds for the 
building of public schools, higher education facilities, state 
buildings, public lands, parks, and other assets across the 
state. The 26th District will receive nearly $42 million in 
funds for important projects in our communities.

Gov. Jay Inslee signs House Bill 2684 into law

FUNDING SCHOOLS WILL RECEIVE FROM THE MCCLEARY FIX IN HB 2242
ADDITIONAL STATE & LOCAL FUNDING PER PUPIL STATE & LOCAL FUNDING

District SY 2017-18 SB 2018-19 SB 2019-20 SB 2020-21 SY 2017-18 SB 2018-19 SB 2019-20 SB 2020-21

Bremerton $60,068,638 $72,864,240 $72,101,371 $74,442,267 $11,831 $14,248 $13,952 $14,254

Peninsula $102,956,013 $121,611,669 $125,280,634 $129,408,204 $11,410 $13,380 $13,640 $13,942

South Kitsap $113,328,420 $135,126,590 $133,271,522 $137,571,035 $11,548 $13,669 $13,342 $13,627

*Disclaimer - these are preliminary numbers obtained from OSPI/OPR and are subject to change
*SY = School Year
*SB = Supplemental Budget

COST TO IMPLEMENT ONE YEAR OF TOLLING TO PAY OFF $85 MILLION LOAN
Toll Vendor $9.4 million

Toll Operations $7.0 million

Bridge Insurance $2.0 million

Bridge Operations & Maintenance $870,000

Bridge R&R (no projected Toll Equipment R&R) $160,000

Estimated Total $19.4 million


