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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I hope you are staying safe and healthy during this unprecedented time. 
Prior to serving in the Legislature, I was a nursing home dentist and devoted 
my practice to individuals in nursing and assisted living facilities, including 
the nursing home in Kirkland where the coronavirus tragically first struck our 
state.

As your 26th District state representative, I have worked across the aisle 
and fought hard to ensure our senior population has access to health care, den-
tal care, affordable prescriptions, long-term care and tax relief. In every vote I 
take, I put people before politics. No matter where you stand on the political 
spectrum, your concerns are important to me. 

The coronavirus crisis has not only created serious health concerns, but an 
enormous amount of economic uncertainty as many businesses are shuttered 
until it is deemed safe to re-open the economy. With fewer dollars in many 
people’s pockets, any tax savings can be a welcome relief.

Both Kitsap and Pierce counties have extended the due date of property 
taxes due to the impact of COVID-19. You can find out more about these 
extensions inside. Even more important, this newsletter provides information 
about how you may be able to save money on your property taxes. New rules 
have expanded eligibility for senior citizens 61 years and older, and people and 
veterans with disabilities. Given some of the large property tax bills citizens 
have received across the 26th District, I encourage you to take advantage of 
these reductions if you are eligible. 

Coronavirus information is also included to help answer questions and 
provide resources to find help, as well as links to help you check on your stim-
ulus check if you have not received one.

Please know I care very much and am here to answer your questions and 
help in any way possible. As always, I’m interested in hearing from you about 
these and any other issues regarding state government. You may call, write or 
email my office using the address and phone number listed at the right side of 
this page.

Thank you for the honor of allowing me to proudly serve and represent you!
Sincerely,

State Representative  
Michelle Caldier

26th District
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Olympia address: 
122H Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7802

Email: 
Michelle.Caldier@leg.wa.gov

Committees:
• Health Care and Wellness  

(Assistant Ranking Member)
• Appropriations 
• Education

Visit my website at:  
RepresentativeMichelleCaldier.com

Toll-free Legislative Hotline:  
1-800-562-6000

TTY (hearing-impaired):  
1-800-833-6388
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PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
Local governments – Property tax due date extended
Due to COVID-19, the Kitsap County Treasurer’s Office has extended 
the property tax due date to May 31. In Pierce County, it has been ex-
tended to June 1.
Property tax reduction eligibility
I voted against property tax increases and other tax increases and have 
supported legislation to reduce the property tax burden for senior citizens. 
I’m pleased to report new legislation this year expands eligibility for tax 
exemptions for senior citizens 61 years and older, and people and veterans 
with disabilities. Under new rules, the threshold is calculated at 65% of 
each county’s median income. 

2020-2024 INCOME THRESHOLDS – BY COUNTY
COUNTY INCOME 

LEVEL 1
INCOME 
LEVEL 2

INCOME 
LEVEL 3

DEFERRAL

Kitsap $0 - $33,628 $33,629 - 
$41,101

$41,002 - 
$48,574

$49,575 - 
$56.047

Pierce $0 - $31,644 $31,645 - 
$38,676

$38,677 - 
$45,708

$45,709 - 
$52,741

For income levels in other counties, please check with your county assessor’s office.

Level 1
If your annual income for the assessment year (last year) is under the  
Income Level 1 shown in the table above, your home will be exempt from 
regular levies on $60,000 or 60% of your home’s assessed value – which-
ever is greater. Under the exemption program, property taxes are reduced.
Level 2
If your annual income for the assessment year (last year) is in the Income 
Level 2 range, your home will be exempt from regular levies on $50,000 
or 35% of your home’s assessed value, whichever is greater.
Level 3
If your annual income for the assessment year (last year) is in the Income 
Level 3 range, your home will be exempt from all excess and special levies.
Deferral
If your household income is in the Deferral range, you may qualify for a 
property tax deferral. Check with the county assessor’s office for deferral 
details.
Allowable deductions
Your expenses for Medicare health care insurance premiums, prescription 
drugs, in-home care, personal care, and rest home or adult family home 
expenses may be deducted when calculating your income.
For more information and see if you qualify for property tax relief, go to:
Kitsap County: kitsapgov.com/assessor/
Pierce County: co.pierce.wa.us/91/Assessor---Treasurer

FIGHTING TO  
SAVE NURSING 

HOMES  
FROM CLOSING

When Washington’s minimum 
wage increased last year, the 
state itself failed to increase the 
Medicaid reimbursement bed 
rates that pay for nursing home 
care. As a result, more than 20 
nursing homes that couldn’t 
afford to absorb those increased 
costs closed. The baby boomer 
generation has reached the age 
where demand is surpassing 
health care services, in what is 
known as the “silver tsunami.” 
I’m very concerned that because 
nursing homes are also being hit 
hard by COVID-19, there will 
be more closures.
I worked across the aisle this 
session to get an appropriation 
in the supplemental budget to 
increase those bed rates and 
provide increased funding for 
specialized dementia care to 
take care of our seniors. While 
the increase in the bed rates 
remained in the final budget, the 
dementia care increase was a vic-
tim of the governor’s COVID-19 
budget vetoes. I believe our nurs-
ing home Medicaid rates should 
be tied to the rate of inflation 
that also considers the expenses 
the state mandates, including 
family leave, sick leave and health 
care benefits, and ensures fair 
compensation for health care 
workers. I will continue advocat-
ing to ensure our nursing homes 
remain open.

http://www.kitsapgov.com/assessor/
http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/91/Assessor---Treasurer


Michelle 
Caldier

State Representative
26th District

COVID-19 – WHAT IS MY GOVERNMENT DOING  
IN RESPONSE?
Washington state, governor and the Legislature
COVID Relief – One of the last bills we passed during the 2020 session, 
which ended March 12, directs $200 million to assist with the COVID-19 
response. House Bill 2965 takes $175 million from the budget stabilization 
account for state and local agencies to fight the disease. It also provides $25 
million to set up a separate unemployment account that loosens eligibility 
requirements for employees and holds businesses harmless for employees 
who filed. The legislation also allows emergency waivers to high school 
students who won’t be able to meet certain graduation requirements because 
their schools are closed for an extended time period.
Stay Home, Stay Healthy – On March 23, Gov. Jay Inslee declared a “Stay 
Home, Stay Healthy” proclamation. That proclamation resulted in the clo-
sure of thousands of businesses across the state and threatened enforcement 
actions. I have heard from many who are very concerned about this order, 
especially balancing individual rights and the economy with public safety. I 
share those concerns and feel that we can focus on health and the economy 
at the same time.
Safely restarting our economy – After more than a month of closures and 
record unemployment affecting families and communities across the state, 
many lawmakers, myself included, felt it was time to create a plan to min-
imize the economic damage associated with the COVID-19 emergency. 
Republicans in the House and Senate created a plan to minimize economic 
damage to the state. The Economic and Revenue Forecast Council is sched-
uled to provide its quarterly revenue review on June 17. The Legislature will 
likely return in special session sometime after the June revenue forecast to 
make tough decisions that would balance the state’s operating budget.
Governor’s authority – State law has given the governor broad powers to pre-
serve life and health and to suspend laws that hinder emergency response. 
However, in certain cases, the suspension of state law is limited to a 30-day 
time period unless extended by the Legislature, or, if the Legislature is not 
in session, through an agreement of Republican and Democratic leaders in 
both the House and Senate.
I am fighting for you! – I am also involved in regular conference calls with 
the governor’s office, state agency officials, legislative leaders and other law-
makers as we discuss how best to protect the public, provide assistance and 
prepare for a difficult journey in our state’s economy.
Federal aid – The U.S. Congress passed a $2 trillion coronavirus stimulus 
bill and it is sending money directly to Americans affected by the coronavi-
rus. Information is provided on the next page of this newsletter to help you 
see if you are eligible for a stimulus check.  
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COVID-19 RESOURCES
Here are links to help you find  
additional COVID-19 informa-
tion and resources:
• Coronavirus Information and  

Resources (House Republicans) –   
houserepublicans.wa.gov/
coronavirus

• Washington State Department  
of Health –  
doh.wa.gov/Coronavirus

• National Conference of State  
Legislatures – Federal Action –  
https://tinyurl.com/
FederalAction



2020  
SENIOR  
UPDATE

State Representative
Michelle Caldier
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 
FOR SENIOR 

CITIZENS

Federal stimulus payments
If you receive Social Security benefits for retirement, disability or Supplemental Security Income, you are  
eligible to receive a stimulus check if you do not exceed income limits. Go to irs.gov/coronavirus/economic- 
impact-payment-information-center to see if you are eligible for a check. The IRS says Social Security  
beneficiaries who are not required to file tax returns will not need to file to receive a payment. If the IRS does 
not have your bank account information, it may mail paper checks, beginning the week of May 4. Others who 
typically do not file returns will need to submit a simple tax return to  
receive the economic impact payment. 

How can I receive a stimulus check if I do not normally file?
• Go to this website:  

irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here if you:
o Have no taxable income and did not file a tax return with the IRS;
o Are a recipient of Supplemental Social Security Income (SSI) and 

did not file a 2018 or 2019 tax return;
o Are a recipient of veterans’ disability compensation, pension or 

survivor benefits.
• You can check the status of your rebate by going to a new IRS site,  

Get My Payment at: irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment
You can get more information at: irs.gov/help/telephone-assistance
Call my Olympia office if you need further help: (360) 786-7802 or  
email me at: Michelle.Caldier@leg.wa.gov

https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment
https://www.irs.gov/help/telephone-assistance
mailto:Michelle.Caldier@leg.wa.gov

