
STAYING IN TOUCH 
If you would like to learn more about me or receive my email updates, visit my website at RepresentativeMichelleCaldier.com. 
Please note that due to election-year restrictions, I am unable to send out email updates after May 11 until December (there are 
certain exceptions if the Legislature is called into special session). However, I am always available to meet for coffee or visit 
your group, business or classroom (once we are cleared from the COVID-19 outbreak). Thank you again for the opportunity 
and trust you have given me to proudly serve you and the 26th District as your state representative.
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
I hope you are well, staying safe, and taking precautions during this COVID-19 
outbreak to protect you and your family. It is a difficult time for many, as all 
schools, colleges and many businesses are closed. 
Prior to serving in the Legislature, I was a dentist who cared for people living in 
skilled nursing home facilities. I recognize how difficult this is to keep separation 
from family, especially the elderly. I also know how critical this time is for each of 
us to do our part by staying home, staying safe and staying informed so that we can 
get beyond this emergency in our state. Please know that I care, and as your state 
representative, I am here to assist as I can. I am working around the clock to answer 
emails, messages and phone calls regarding COVID-19.
The 60-day legislative session concluded on March 12, just as the virus began its 
spread across the state. With so many people visiting the Capitol during session, we 
feel fortunate to have no known confirmed cases from the many public hearings 
that hundreds of people across the state attended. 
While coronavirus reports consume the news, I also feel it is important for you to 
know what happened during the legislative session. In every vote I took, I put 
people before politics. No matter where you stand on the political spectrum, your 
concerns are important to me. 
I invite you to read through this newsletter and, if you have any questions or 
comments, please contact my office in Olympia.
I would also like to invite you to join me in a telephone town hall, Thursday,  
April 30, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Call me then at (360) 499-8353. We will talk about the 
COVID-19 crisis and more. 
Thank you for the honor of allowing me to proudly serve you and the 26th 
Legislative District!
Sincerely,

Michelle Caldier 
State Representative • 26th District



STATE REPRESENTATIVE MICHELLE CALDIER

COVID-19 LEGISLATIVE ACTION
One of the last bills the Legislature unanimously passed during the 2020 
session directs $200 million to assist with the COVID-19 response. House 
Bill 2965 takes $175 million from the Budget Stabilization Account for 
state and local agencies to fight the disease. It also provides $25 mil-
lion to set up a separate unemployment account that loosens eligibility 
requirements for employees and holds businesses harmless for employees 
who filed. The legislation allows emergency waivers to be granted to high 
school students who won’t be able to meet certain graduation require-
ments if their schools are closed for an extended time period.
A lot has happened because of COVID-19 since the session closed on 
March 12. We now know this funding, while a good start, is woefully 
insufficient to cover the needs resulting from the pandemic, including 
assistance for the unemployed, food, shelter, health care supplies and other 
resources to help people through this period. Our legislative leaders are 
discussing the possibility of a special session to make further appropria-
tions, although they have not yet decided on a date.
For comprehensive resources on COVID-19, go to: 
 • House Republican COVID-19 page:  

HouseRepublicans.wa.gov/Coronavirus

 • National Conference of State Legislatures:  
https://tinyurl.com/FederalAction

When Gov. Jay Inslee declared his “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” proclamation, he ordered all 
but “essential businesses and services” closed. This has been a major disruption to all our lives, 
and we need to ensure a balance of public safety with individual rights and the health of our 
economy. Some wonder if he has the power to do this.
The Revised Code of Washington (RCW, which is state law) gives the governor broad powers 
during times of emergency under RCW 43.06.220. Specifically, subsections (1)(h) and (2)(g) 
are “catchalls” that grant the governor sweeping authority to prohibit actions to preserve life 
and health and to suspend laws that hinder emergency response.
The state-of-emergency laws were first enacted in 1969 under Senate Bill 392, which gave 
the governor authority to prohibit certain actions and behaviors. It did not give him power to 
suspend laws. This power came in 2008 when the Legislature passed Senate Bill 6950, which 
identified specific statutory obligations that could be suspended in an emergency. These powers 
were extended in 2019 through Senate Bill 5260, which passed unanimously from the House. 
It removed the governor’s authority to prohibit the possession of firearms during an emergency.
RCW 43.06.220(4) restricts the suspension of state laws to a 30-day time period unless 
extended by the Legislature, or, if the Legislature is not in session, through an agreement of 
Republican and Democratic leaders in both the House and Senate.
In a nutshell, yes, the governor does have sweeping authority to take action that would preserve 
life and health, but in certain cases, his suspension of state laws is limited to 30 days unless the 
Legislature or legislative leaders allow an extension. You can read more about this authority 
here: houserepublicans.wa.gov/faq-on-governors-authority-during-an-emergency/.

THE 
GOVERNOR’S 
AUTHORITY 
DURING AN 
EMERGENCY
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SUPPLEMENTAL OPERATING BUDGET 
SPENDS TOO MUCH AS STATE FACES  
ECONOMIC CHALLENGES
Despite it being a supplemental operating budget year, I was very 
frustrated the majority party passed a budget that increased spending 
by about $1.3 billion over the four-year outlook, bringing spending to 
about $53.5 billion for 2019-21. 

In February, the state’s revenue forecast revealed a surge in new tax 
revenue and a $2.4 billion budget surplus. Despite this surplus, the 
Legislature passed Senate Bill 6492, which was a tax increase on an 
estimated 4,000 businesses, including health care, to pay for free 
college. I voted no, as well as my Republican colleagues. Rather than 
taking more of your hard-earned dollars, we should be cutting taxes, 
building our rainy-day account, and funding priorities like special 
education, nursing homes, and foster care services.
I supported legislation that would have reduced your tax burden, 
including property tax reductions, eliminating the sales tax on pre-
pared foods and hygienic products, and lowering car tabs to $30 like 
voters wanted when they passed Initiative 976. Unfortunately, those 
efforts failed. 
The final supplemental budget now means state spending has increased 
by nearly 73 percent since 2013. No one I know has been able to 
increase their personal spending that much. The Legislature has saved 
too little, spent too much, and now we are facing serious budget prob-
lems from the COVID-19 economic repercussions. That’s why I have 
continually voted against the operating budget.

FIGHTING TO  
SAVE NURSING HOMES  

FROM CLOSING
When Washington’s minimum wage increased 
last year, the state itself failed to increase the 
Medicaid reimbursement bed rates that pay for 
nursing home care. As a result, more than 20 
nursing homes that couldn’t afford to absorb 
those increased costs closed. The baby boomer 
generation has reached the age where demand is 
surpassing health care services, in what is known 
as the “silver tsunami.” I’m very concerned that 
because nursing homes are also being hit hard by 
COVID-19, there will be more closures.
I worked across the aisle this session to get an 
appropriation in the supplemental budget to 
increase those bed rates and provide increased 
funding for specialized dementia care to take care 
of our seniors. While the increase in the bed rates 
remained in the final budget, the dementia care 
increase was a victim of the governor’s COVID-19 
budget vetoes. I believe our nursing home Med-
icaid rates should be tied to the rate of inflation 
that also considers the expenses the state man-
dates, including family leave, sick leave and health 
care benefits, and ensures fair compensation for 
health care workers. I will continue advocating to 
ensure our nursing homes remain open.
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A few years ago, the Legislature provided rate increases for mental health and specific 
behavioral services, which were supposed to go to the providers. We gave those increases to 
the managed care insurance companies for them to pass along to the providers. Very frus-
tratingly, the managed care insurance companies, who were supposed to pass those increases 
to behavioral health providers, kept the money – the providers received none of it. 
I introduced House Bill 2584 and fought insurance companies to ensure rate increases 
meant for behavioral health providers who see Medicaid patients will receive that money.
I serve on the Children’s Mental Health Workgroup, which has been working on policy 
issues that increase access to timely behavioral health care for children, youth and families. 
This bill was among the group’s highest priority.
The measure, which also has reporting and accountability requirements to prevent this from 
happening again, passed the Legislature unanimously and was recently signed into law.

ENSURING  
MENTAL HEALTH 
CARE PROVIDERS  
GET PROPER  
REIMBURSEMENTS 

Join me April 30 for a telephone town hall  
to discuss the COVID-19 crisis

Please join me Thursday, April 30 for a telephone town hall to discuss coronavirus response.
▶ WHAT: 26th District Telephone Town Hall with Rep. Michelle Caldier.

▶ WHEN: Thursday, April 30, 4 p.m. to 5 p.m.

▶ HOW TO PARTICIPATE:  
Call (360) 499-8353. Press * (star key) to ask a question.

I want to hear from you. Let’s talk about the state response, the governor’s 
orders, how this has affected you and your family, and how we can all work 
together toward economic recovery and restoring our lives.


